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Sample Blogs (2 blogs below)
SAMPLE BLOG ENTRY #1: Happy Holidays: The Gift of Savings

The holidays can be a touching time when the American in us really shines through. We aren’t just being consumers, we are proud that once a year we can afford the gifts our loved ones really want- dolls, video games, a new iPad? Whatever it is, holiday season is tied intimately to our idea of the American Dream. We work hard all year so that we can display our love and show our success. But maybe it’s time to take a moment to think about how we’re showing our success and our love.
This holiday season think about gifting your loved ones a lasting present, one that gives them a sense of pride, a tangible hope, and a shot at their own American Dream. During tax season, you can use your tax refund to buy and gift a U.S. Savings Bond for as little as $50 or as much as $5,000. Once tax season arrives, it’s simple—just fill out Form 8888 when you file your taxes or ask your tax preparer to help. Not only is the interest rate extremely competitive at 1.18%, it’s the ONLY savings instrument you can give as a gift. You don’t need a bank account or use direct deposits to save with bonds and they will arrive in the mail a few weeks after you file your taxes.
Seen as an instrument of hope and a part of the American dream, the US Savings Bonds program has been around since 1935. Millions of Americans have used bonds to save for their dreams and pay for their first home, college tuition, or retirement. Although tax season is still a couple of months away, you can plan now to give your loved ones the gift of savings.

SAMPLE BLOG ENTRY #2: Tax Time Savings Tip
Saving is hard, we know. But we also know that there’s a way to make it easier. Tax time is an exciting opportunity for all tax filers to save a portion of their refunds in a competitive, safe, and trusted product: a Series I U.S. Savings Bond. 
How do Tax Time Bonds make saving easier?
1. You don’t need a bank account. 
2. You only need $50 to get started. Choose to save as little as $50 of your tax refund with a bond.
3. U.S. Series I Savings Bonds are a competitive saving product. The current interest rate is 1.18%.
4. Tax Time Bonds are marked for inflation, which means you never get back less than you put in. 
5. Tax time makes it simple. Just choose the amount you want to save and you’ll receive your bonds in the mail.
6. You earn interest right away. Your money starts growing immediately.
7. Bonds are safe. U.S. Series I Savings Bonds will never lose value and are backed by the U.S. Government.
8. Bonds have no fees. There are no fees to buy or cash in your bond.
9. Gift savings to your loved ones. Bonds can be purchased in someone else’s name – so you can help jumpstart the savings and dreams of the people you care about.
Learn more about Tax Time Savings Bonds, Form 8888, and how they can help prepare you for the future at www.bondsmakeiteasy.org.
SAMPLE BLURBS FOR NEWSLETTERS
1. Did you know you can use part of your tax refund to buy Series I U.S. Savings Bonds? It’s simple—just fill out Form 8888 when you file your taxes, mark how much of your refund you’d like to save, and you’ll receive your bond in the mail just a few weeks later. Bonds can be purchased at tax time for yourself or as gift for a loved-one for as little as $50. Savings bonds are safe, have no maintenance fee, and a great financial saving instrument to diversify your assets. Plus, they are highly competitive with a current interest rate at 1.18%. Learn more about this opportunity at www.bondsmakeiteasy.org. 
2. Tax Time Saving Tip: This tax season, use part of your tax refund to buy Series I U.S. Savings Bonds (current interest rate 1.18%) for you or your loved one. It’s simple—just fill out Form 8888 when you file your taxes. Savings bonds are safe, zero fee, and can be purchased for as little as $50. Join the millions of Americans who have used savings bonds to help make their dreams come true. Learn more about this opportunity at www.bondsmakeiteasy.org.

3. (Can also be used as blog)
In 2011, nearly 50,000 Americans used part of their tax refunds to purchase Series I U.S. Savings Bonds. We’d like you to join us this year in encouraging even more Americans to save for their future in these critical economic times, or give the gift of savings to their loved ones. You can help our campaign by informing your communities just how easy it is for everyone to save for their dreams, for their future.
The US Savings Bonds have a long, rich history and are seen as an instrument of hope and a major part of the American dreams. Most Americans became regular savers only after the federal government started the US Savings Bond program in 1935. The program has since helped millions of Americans save for their dreams and pay for their first home, college tuition, or retirement.
Purchasing savings bonds at tax return time has become the easiest and most convenient way to get US Savings Bonds and save. For as little as $50 or as much as $5,000, a taxpayer can invest in a competitive interest (current rate is 1.18%), zero-fee, risk-free savings product with returns that often exceed a regular savings account. Bonds can be purchased in the taxpayer’s name, or in the name of a child or grandchild. If they are stolen, destroyed or lost, they can be replaced.
SAMPLE FACEBOOK SHARES
1. Have you heard of the “Save some, Spend some, Share some” rule? Now you can implement it at tax time with Series I U.S. Savings Bonds. Use Form 8888 at tax time (or ask your tax preparer for help) to save a part of your refund in savings bonds for yourself, share some by gifting a savings bond to a loved one (all you need is the name) and well, we’re sure you know what to do with the rest. Visit www.bondsmakeiteasy.org for more info.
2. Here’s a great tax time saving tip: you can use part of your tax refund to buy Series I U.S. Savings Bonds (current interest rate 1.18%) for you or your child. It’s simple—just fill out Form 8888 when you file your taxes. Savings bonds are safe, have no purchase fee, and can be purchased for as little as $50. Join the millions of Americans who have used savings bonds to help make their dreams come true! http://bit.ly/tApnUG
3. This tax season, why not use part of your tax refund to buy US Savings Bonds for your child. It’s easy – just fill out Form 8888 when you file your taxes. Series I U.S. Savings Bonds can be purchased for as little as $50. They’re also safe and guaranteed to grow in value, with no maintenance fee. http://bit.ly/tApnUG.
4. Interest Rate on Tax Time Savings Bonds are competitive. How competitive? Check it out: http://ow.ly/l4nMC
SAMPLE TWEETS
Saving tip: use your #tax refund to purchase bonds at tax time. Fill out Form 8888 when you file your taxes. http://bit.ly/w1rOoL
Add to your child’s future. Buy the gift of a U.S. Savings Bond with your #tax refund this year! http://bit.ly/w1rOoL

Tax Time Savings Bonds interest rate is competitive. How competitive? Check it out: http://ow.ly/l4nMC
Did you know you can use your #tax refund to buy US Savings Bonds? It’s an easy, safe way to diversify your savings. http://bit.ly/w1rOoL
Share Some. Spend Some. Save Some. Ask your Tax Preparer about Form 8888 at Tax Time: http://1.usa.gov/sSCahb #save.
Did you know you can use your #tax refund to buy US Savings Bonds as gift? Ask your tax preparer for Form 8888. http://bit.ly/w1rOoL
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tax Time Savings Bonds can help dreams come true. Use your #tax refund to save for your loved one’s future. http://bit.ly/w1rOoL
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